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Experienced in politics and pro-
moting conservative fiscal policies, 
Indiana Governor Mitch Daniels is 
considered a capable candidate to 
challenge Obama in the 2012 presi-
dential race. In February 2011, The 
Washington Post reported Daniels 
“would stay open to the idea” of run-
ning.  
   “The governor has said he agreed 
to keep an open mind about running 
after many people he respects asked 
him to consider it,” said Trevor Kight 
an aide to the governor and 2008 Tay-
lor alumnus. “He’s very concerned 
about the fiscal crisis our country 
faces and the impact it will have on 
the younger generations.” 
   In a recent speech at the Conser-
vation Political Action Conference 
(CPAC), Daniels expressed his com-
pulsion to reduce national debt by 
reforming entitlement programs like 
Social Security and Medicare.      
   According to columnist George Will, 
Daniels is one of the “five plausible 
Republican presidents on the hori-
zon,” along with “Mississippi Gov. 
Haley Barbour, former Utah Gov. and 
departing ambassador to China Jon 
Huntsman, former Massachusetts 
Gov. Mitt Romney and former Min-
nesota Gov. Tim Pawlenty.”
  Despite speculation, Daniels has 
made it clear he will not announce 
his decision until business in Indiana 
allows enough time. 
  “The Indiana General Assembly is 
my number one priority,” Daniels 
said. “There is a very high probabil-
ity of getting some very substantial 
things done in the state, and I will 
not do anything to jeopardize that, so 
it’s going to have to wait a while for 
that reason.”
   Although he has an extensive list 
of credentials, Daniels is remembered 
as Indiana Senator Richard Lugar’s 
chief of staff and President Reagan’s 
political advisor. Since his election as 
governor in 2004, Daniels has revised 
the state’s budget, cut taxes and 
started a transportation initiative. 
Taylor’s Irish Studies 
Program (ISP) celebrates 
its  tenth year anni -
versary next week, and ISP faculty 
coordinator Vance Maloney will be 
celebrating in Ireland.
Maloney, the central figure of the 
program and one of the original 
founders, will attend a private dinner 
party with retired dean Dwight Jes-
sup and two other remaining commit-
tee members. There 
will also be a large 
evening celebration 
open to all those who 
have been involved 
with or impacted by 
the program over the 
years.
The celebration 
will be “a very Irish 
time of evening” that 
will let people come 
together to exchange 
stories and express 
their appreciation for the program, 
he said.
Maloney will then take a tour of 
a new YWCA building, which will 
house and entertain future ISP stu-
dents. The existing buildings will be 
converted into more office and class-
room space.
“I needed to do something to cel-
ebrate 10 years of partnership with 
the YWCA and what we’ve been doing 
there,” he said.
ISP has served over 600 students 
since 2001, and it continues to be a 
program rooted in relationship build-
ing, community engagement and 
interactive learning.
Dr. Tom Jones, dean of 
the school of liberal arts 
and one of the original team members 
that explored the possibility of the 
program, believes the program gives 
students a feeling of belonging and a 
deeper understanding of themselves.
“It is an intentional community 
taken to a depth that is beyond what 
we experience on the Upland cam-
pus,” he said. “These 
students are together 
from the beginning of 
the semester till the 
end of the semester, 
seven days a week. 
So what happens 
is, students develop 
a patience and an 
appreciation for oth-
ers whose personality 
types who are signifi-
cantly different from 
their close circle of 
friends back in Upland.”
Jones has traveled to Ireland for the 
last six years to teach Irish history, 
which is part of the students’ curricu-
lum, and his involvement there has 
led to long lasting friendships.
“When I go to Ireland now, I am 
returning to friends,” he said. “For me 
it’s a chance to reconnect with Chris-
tian sisters and brothers who I’ve 
become friends with over the years.”
According to Dr. Mark Cosgrove, the 
department chair of Psychology, the 
curriculum offers students a chance 
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Taylor Intramurals and the 
Math Club are joining forces 
and hosting a euchre tourna-
ment Tuesday, April 5, at 8 
p.m. in the Union. 
It’s only $3 a pair to enter. 
If you don’t have a partner, 
organizers will find you one.
Grand prizes will be given 
away, and cookies, chips and 
coffee will be provided.




ing on now through Sunday, 
April 3 at midnight. 
•Co-ed Softball 
•Men’s League Softball 
•Co-ed Ultimate Frisbee 
•Tennis
To sign up, visit www.tay-
lorintramurals.net and click 
on the drop down tab to 
select a sport. Registration 
for each sport is $5. 
NO APRIL FOOL’S JOKE
You are invited to a  
Philosophy colloquium today 
at 3 p.m. in Reade 239.
Jim Spiegel will give a talk 
entitled “Why Flatulence is 
Funny: A Serious Look at a 
Humorous Topic.”













ue to increasing costs of study 
abroad programs, prices for 
Taylor students to travel 
abroad in the future are being adjusted. 
Changes will take effect this fall. While the idea of 
any rise in cost may seem unpleasant, the adjust-
ments are the result of dedicated efforts by Taylor 
administration to keep studying abroad a possibility 
for each student while managing a tight budget.
In a recent report by the Institute of International 
Education, Taylor ranked third in the nation in the 
baccalaureate category for student participation 
in study abroad programs, an indicator of the uni-
versity’s continued belief in and support of global 
engagement. The popularity of study abroad does 
not come without strong investment. Taylor is one 
of the most supportive schools for study abroad in 
regard to financial aid. 
“What we’ve seen happen in the past couple years 
is that many of our partners that provide programs 
for us have increased their cost to us astronomically,” 
said Christopher Bennett, dean of international 
programs. “For half of our programs we lose money 
on every student that goes.” 
Bennett, along with Jeff Miller, assis-
tant director of the Spencer Centre for 
Global Engagement, conducted a six-month analysis 
of the data and took the final results to administra-
tion. 
“Taylor has tried to respond 
to the economy by keeping our 
tuition increases as low as we 
possibly can . . . so we have a 
lower increase per year in rev-
enue and then an increase in 
cost, so you can understand the 
squeeze that has been created,” 
Bennett said.
The consensus was that 
Taylor’s off-campus programming could no longer 
afford to keep making up the difference in cost. The 
dilemma of how to balance the budget while keeping 
study abroad an option for students began. 
“One thing that really sets Taylor apart from other 
schools is that we allow students to take one hun-
dred percent of their financial aid when they study 
abroad the first semester . . . other schools really 
struggle to allow 25 or 50 percent of their aid to go,” 
Miller said.
Most other institutions will allow federal aid to 
be applied to students studying abroad, but they 
won’t allow any or part of the 
institutional aid to be applied.
 “Our board has wisely said 
that global engagement is an 
investment,” Bennett said. 
The many different study 
abroad programs Taylor 
offers vary across the board 
in program costs. Previously, 
if one program was very 
expensive while another was 
low, Taylor tried to make up the difference internally. 
Now, pricing models will depend on the program. 
One option would have been to keep one set price 
for study abroad regardless of program and raise it 
for everyone, but off-campus programs had to keep 





IRISH STUDIES  
PROGRAM TURNS 10
HILLARY MAY 
N E W S  C O - E D I T O R
CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
CONTINUED ON PAGE 2CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
Faculty coordinator Vance Maloney will blow out 
the birthday candles in Ireland next week 
INDIANA GOV. DANIELS 
CONSIDERS CAMPAIGN
KARA HACKETT 
L I F E  &  T I M E S  C O - E D I T O R
POSSIBLE PRESIDENTIAL RUN IN THE WORKS FOR 
INDIANA GOV. MITCH DANIELS; NO DECISION YET
Beginning this fall, Taylor students now have both a variety of 
programs and prices to consider when deciding to study abroad 
*among baccalaureate institutions according to the Institute for International Education
2009-10, 33 Countries Represented
A total of 573 Taylor Students Participated
“Taylor ranked third in the 
US for undergraduate 
participation in study 
abroad programs.”*
“I needed to do 
something to  
celebrate 10 years 
of partnership with 


















“I have become a proponent of student-professor friendships . . . Professors are like mullets: business up front, party in the back. 
Don’t be afraid to take the first step. You might be pleasantly surprised at the results.” —Emily Luttrull, Opinions Editor
Current Indiana Governor Mitch Dan-
iels is one of the many Republican 
leaders currently weighing the decision 



















to learn and travel together, an experi-
ence unlike students being taught in a 
classroom on Taylor’s campus.  
Cosgrove has had the opportunity to 
teach a general education requirement to 
ISP students at the beginning of every fall 
semester, and he believes that the more 
personal learning environment allows him 
to devote more attention to each student. 
This particular advantage, he said, is 
something that he has strove to incorpo-
rate in his classroom here at Taylor.
“It’s amazing to take part in faith, liv-
ing and learning,” he said. “A teacher can 
know his students well, and you learn to 
respect them, their strengths and weak-
ness because you live and eat and travel 
with them and know them as persons. It 
makes me teach better.” 
Maloney has recently been working 
to incorporate a greater engagement in 
Irish faculty. He has been making arrange-
ments for speakers from Trinity College 
Dublin along with speakers from other 
universities that would make it possible to 
take courses that would originally not be 
offered. That addition, he said, will make 
the program even better. 
“[Dr. Jones] and I say, ‘the Irish Studies 
Program . . . it’s probably a pretty good 
semester.’ I think that’s the tag line . . . It’s 
whole package growth. It’s healthy living.”
 NEWS 21 April 2011
FRIDAY









Kesler Student Activies Center 
Registration begins at 9:30 a.m., play begins at 10 a.m. 
SUNDAY




CHAPEL- INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS FOCUS
Rediger Auditorium 
10 a.m.
“ENGAGING PEOPLE WITH HISTORY”






$3 per pair entry fee 
8 p.m.
“THE CHINESE CHURCH”
Dr. Christopher Hancock 
Ayres 215 
7:30 p.m.
“A WALK TO A BETTER TOMORROW”
Don W. Morgan, Ph.D 
Butz-Carruth Recital Hall  
7 - 8 p.m.
WEDNESDAY






Rediger Auditorium  
7 p.m. 
The Echo aims to represent the views of diverse voices 
on Taylor University’s campus fairly and without bias 
and to be a vehicle of accurate and pertinent informa-
tion to the student body, faculty and staff. The Echo 
also aims to be a forum that fosters healthy discussion 
about relevant issues, acting as a catalyst for change 
on our campus.
Student journalists have published The Echo weekly 
since 1915, except for January term, exam week 
and school holidays. The Echo is a member of the 
Associated Collegiate Press and the Indiana Collegiate 
Press Association.  
The Echo is printed by HNE Printers in Greenfield, Ind. 
The Echo offices are in the Rupp Communication 
Arts Building.
Please address all letters, questions or comments to:
THE ECHO
236 W. READE AVE.
UPLAND, IN  46989-10 01
(765) 998-5359





















































all students in mind. 
“We discarded all those methods that 
would have penalized the student who 
is on heavy financial aid,” Bennett said. 
“That is one thing we fought for . . . for us 
to balance the budget, we would have been 
asking the very people who can’t afford it 
to pay more. That didn’t make any sense 
to us.” 
Bennett hopes this change will encour-
age students to choose the right venue 
for the right reasons. “There needs to be 
a little bit of a shopping mentality,” said 
Bennett, adding that Miller is set up to 
counsel students and help guide them 
through the process of selecting the best 
study abroad option for them. 
“We’re trying to develop programs based 
on the needs of students programatically,” 
Bennett said. He and Miller are systemati-
cally looking at the different majors and 
needs on campus to ensure the best-fitting 
programs. 
“We will always ensure that there are 
low-cost programs when we are looking 
at alternative ways to close the gap,” Ben-
nett said. 
Students are encouraged to contact off-
campus programs for specifics on different 
programs if they are considering studying 
abroad while at Taylor, even if it is a year 
or two away.
As off-campus programs continues to 
keep an eye on rising financial costs, the 
focus will shift more towards highlight-
ing Taylor’s own programs and developing 
more of the same. 
“We are going to show great preference 
for our own programs, such as Ireland, 
Ecuador and any future ones we will 
develop, because we can control that cost,” 
Bennett said. “We have an opportunity to 
impact our costs, so by emphasizing our 
programs, we will be protecting ourselves 
in the the future. We will try to develop 
more of our programs for the same reason.” 
While other study abroad programs 
Taylor partners with can hike rates and 
leave students at their mercy, Taylor is 
intentional about controlling costs.
The impact of study abroad cost will 
influence a growing number of Taylor stu-
dents as more are taking advantage of the 
available opportunities 
Chances to travel abroad include more 
than just semester-long trips. This spring 
break, Taylor almost doubled the number 
of trips as well as the number of students 
on them. January-term trips, whether 
Lighthouse, academic or athletic, are 
exploding. Bennett emphasized his dedi-
cation that those options remain available 
and affordable for students.
“Programatically, the end result may 
be better for the students, because this 
is encouraging us to develop our own 
programs,” Bennett said. “I think most 
students know when we do a program, we 
do it well. So really the end result for this 
very well may be a positive for students.”
Taylor’s third World Reli-
gions Week begins Sunday 
evening during Vespers at 8 
p.m. in the Butz-Carruth Recital Hall. 
Hinduism and Islam were examined in 
past years, but this year’s theme has a 
global focus with an emphasis on inter-
faith dialogue. Events held specifically 
for World Religions Week will be joined 
by international students’ chapel Monday 
and Mosiac Night on Thursday. 
   “We are emphasizing an interfaith 
dialogue, especially because the United 
States is becoming increasingly reli-
giously diverse, and because we are called 
to love our neighbors,” said senior Reed 
Spencer, president of Global Engage-
ment. “There is really no qualification 
for who our neighbors are—we believe 
that includes Muslims, Jews, Hindus, and 
so really the question is so what does 
that look like, and how do we respond 
lovingly to them? We are primarily going 
to explore that through different means, 
mainly two events.”
    Sunday night’s event includes a show-
ing of a film about Skye Jethani and Eboo 
Patel. Jethani and Patel are leaders of 
Interfaith Youth Core (IFYC) in Chicago, 
and Jethani spoke at Taylor this year. The 
video highlights what Jethani, a Chris-
tian, and Patel, a Muslim, seek to achieve 
and why they work peacefully together. 
The men grew up together and went to 
the same school, yet have 
very different beliefs—each 
believes his religion is the 
only correct one. Despite their differences, 
they both have a passion for facilitating 
dialogue and promoting how to peacefully 
learn about and coexist with those of a 
different faith.  
   “We live in a very specific type of culture 
[at Taylor] that is a beautiful one in lots 
of ways, where we can celebrate the diver-
sity here, but as we leave here, it’s really 
important for us to have thought about 
these things,” said senior Annie Dimond, 
TSO executive secretary. 
  “As it is with any culture you become 
ingrained in, when you don’t have a way 
of thinking about these things, then when 
you are presented with the problems that 
come with thinking about it, it’s really 
hard to do that by yourself,” Dimond said. 
“So this is a really good opportunity for a 
community to get to think about these 
things together and think about points of 
view we haven’t before and to hear from 
people who have spent a lot of time think-
ing about this.” 
   Ramona Fisher will present Tuesday 
on “An Evangelical Call to Interfaith 
Dialogue” at 8 p.m. in the Butz-Carruth 
Recital Hall. Fisher, a teacher at Can-
terbury schools in Fort Wayne, has been 
involved in interfaith work for more than 
10 years. She has hosted several events 
such as interfaith panels in the past, and 
has been a part of an interfaith small 
group. Fisher will speak about an evan-
gelical perspective toward interfaith rela-
tionships and will provide an opportunity 
for people to ask questions. 
   Junior Tiara Shaya, president of MECA, 
is looking forward to the discussions that 
may develop during World Religions Week, 
which was started by her sister, Tamara, 
a former Taylor student body president.
  “Should Christians only befriend non-
Christians with the agenda of conversion?” 
Shaya asked. “What about loving people 
for the sake of loving people? I wonder 
how many Christians would maintain 
friendships with non-Christians if they 
knew there were no chance of conversion.”
   Spencer clarified that World Religions 
Week is not promoting pluralism, some-
thing some students might initially think. 
“I think a very important part of this is to 
distinguish between a loving interfaith 
relationship in which you are able to 
share yourself, but hold a different belief, 
and to distinguish this from the pluralis-
tic or universalist mindset,” Spencer said. 
   “To understand that as much as we need 
to guard ourselves, we can be devout to 
our faith while having a relationship 
with someone who has developed another 
faith.”
A FOCUS ON INTERFAITH DIALOGUE
MANDOLYN HECOX 
N E W S  C O - E D I T O R
He is pursuing broad education reforms.
   “The governor has a strong record of 
reform in Indiana, taking a state that was 
hundreds of millions in the red to a sur-
plus in his first year in office,” Kight said. 
  “While much of the country was raising 
taxes during the recession, the governor 
slashed property taxes by an average of 
30 percent, the largest net tax cut in state 
history. He’s also been very successful at 
reducing the size of government to make 
it more efficient and taxpayer-friendly. 
The average wait time in an Indiana 
Bureau of Motor Vehicles branch is under 
eight minutes these days. His administra-
tion’s objective has always been ‘how can 
we make government work best for its 
citizens?’ ”
     Despite Daniels’ near 70 percent 
approval rating in Indiana, some question 
whether his social status and public image 
is sufficient to rival Obama.  According 
to Indianapolis attorney and GOP fund-
raiser John Hammond, Daniels’s support-
ers hope his reputation as a “plain-spoken 
policymaker” will attract attention.
   Expressing this policy, Daniels said, “I 
am very committed to the current assign-
ment I’m on. I don’t think you’d find any-
body at home [in Indiana] who would say 
we don’t do as we say. If we tell people 
we think we’re going to do something, we 
mean it, and we think it’s right.” 
  Weighing his options and taking fam-
ily opinions into consideration, Daniels 
has been labeled a reluctant candidate. 
According to sources, his decision will not 
be hastily made.
   “There is a personal aspect to it,” Daniels 
said. “I have five women in the family, and 
they get a vote on this. What they think 
matters a lot to me . . . . This particular 
adventure drags the whole family with it, 
and not just for a few months, so that’s a 























Learn the how-to’s of the  
Non-Profit Job Search  
from  
Professor Rukshan Fernando, 
including cover letters, 
resumes, and 
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“Despite speculation, Daniels 
has made it clear he will not an-
nounce his decision until business 
in Indiana allows enough time.”
IRISH STUDIES CONTINUED...
KARA HACKETT 
Life and Times Co-Editor
Spanning gaps in language and culture with song, the Taylor 
Sounds spent spring break witnessing in Ecuador. Led by Dr. 
JoAnn Rediger, Sounds sang for churches, grade schools, a 
university, a radio station, a special TV program and a large 
public concert attended by 800 people in a 500-year-old Roman 
Catholic Cathedral.
“We went to Ecuador in response to an invitation from the 
Verbo Church in Cuenca through Dr. John Moore, who coordi-
nates Taylor’s program in Ecuador,” Rediger said. “The mission 
was to enhance relationships with members and leaders of 
Verbo Church and other educational institutions in Cuenca 
by presenting music that is otherwise unheard in Ecuador at 
a level of excellence that builds Taylor’s reputation and draws 
people to Christ.”
Although the language barrier was a hindrance, it was far 
outweighed by the kindness of the Ecuadorian people.
“The generous hospitality of our hosts overshadowed any 
minor challenge,” Rediger said. “Ecuador spreads its arms wide 
for Taylor students and faculty and represents a marvelous 
cross-cultural opportunity for any student in any major to study 
for a semester, learn the language, but most of all experience 
the community of believers in that beautiful land.”
Worshipping with the community, senior Reed Spencer 
learned the significance of music as a universal language.
“An incredible amount of communication can happen without 
the use of a common language, and music is one of the most 
effective ways to do that,” Spencer said.
Singing in Spanish, Latin and English, the Taylor Sounds 
experienced the power of music ministry.
“I am used to trips that minister to people in more tangible 
ways,”  said sophomore Elle Wight-
man. “I was stretched to trust that 
God can move through the hearts 
of others just from them hearing a 
song.” 
Because a capella choral CDs are 
not available to most Ecuadorian peo-
ple, the Sounds performances were 
unique, awakening strong emotions.
“For many Ecuadorians, it was a 
first-time experience, and they loved 
it,” Rediger said. “For many, it was 
a once-in-a-lifetime experience. We came to understand this 
during the time we were there. Some felt like we should be 
repairing a roof or digging a foundation. We’ve done those things 
on previous tours, but this time we understood that God uses 
music to reach places in the human soul that words alone and 
even manual labor projects cannot access.”
“There is nothing tangible that we can look back on and know 
that God’s work was carried out,” said sophomore Josh Craton. 
“All we did was use our abilities in music to sing for God’s glory, 
and all we can do now is have faith that God is working in the 
hearts of the people we sang to. We will probably never know 
the effect that our songs and love had on the Ecuadorian people, 
but we could tell by their smiles and tears that the Spirit was 
truly a part of our music.”
Next spring, Taylor Chorale will 
tour South Korea. The group plans 
to perform classical choral music in 
churches, schools and clinics with 
Korean choirs.
“Coming back from this trip makes 
me even more excited to go to South 
Korea next year with Chorale,” Cra-
ton said. “I now know that music and 
love are universal languages, and 
it doesn’t matter whether or not we 
can talk to them in Korean. The only 
thing that matters is that we pray that God will work through 
our music and that our hearts are genuinely set on bringing 
him glory.”
“I believe God can use our song to glorify Him and further 
advance His kingdom,” Wightman said. “Music is powerful, but 
Christ is even greater than that—put those two together, and 
you get changed lives.”
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“We must address this 
anomaly that there are 
no international safety 
norms for nuclear 
matters. We want in-
ternational standards 
because the world is 
a village, and what 





On This Day 
in History
1700- The April Fool’s tradition popu-
larized when English pranksters began 
playing practical jokes on one another. 
1816- British novelist, Jane Austen 
declines the Prince Regent’s sugges-
tion to write a historic romance.
1918- The British Royal Air Force was 
formed.  
1946- An unsea earthquake off the 
coast of Alaska triggers a massive 
tsunami, killing 159 people in Hawaii. 
1970 - Advertisments of cigarettes on 
television and radio were banned by 
legislature signed by President  
Richard Nixon. 
W
ill I ever see you 
again?” The Inter-
preter spoke as 
Vika’s little brown eyes looked 
back at us in question. I knew 
this day would come. In fact, I knew all along I 
would have to eventually say goodbye to these 
beautiful faces I had been with all week.
In one week, 
I had come to 
love and care 
for seven little 
girls in a way 
I  have never 
known before. 
K a t y a ,  I r a , 
Y a n a ,  V i k a , 
Dasha, Nastia 
and Snezana 
were the names 
of the girls I 
was given the 
opportunity to spend my days with. They are 
the names that will forever be written on my 
heart and spoken in my prayers.
The children of Seslovskoya were not 
orphans, but they were in desperate need of 
love and affection. Seslovskoya is a rehabilita-
tion center where Russian children go during 
a time of transition. Either their parents have 
dropped them off because they cannot afford 
to take care of them, their parents do not want 
them or the home situation 
was so bad the Russian govern-
ment was forced to step in and 
remove the child. The hope for this system is 
for the family to be rehabilitated and the chil-
dren to return to their homes. However, given 
that the situation would have to be almost 
unimaginable in order for the Russian govern-
ment to finally step in, I 
could never really decide 
what might be best for the 
child—to return home or to 
go to an orphanage.
I was given one week 
to make sure each of the 
children I came into con-
tact with knew they were 
loved and cared for. Within 
a short amount of time, I 
quickly realized this may 
be the only time in the 
next year—or the rest of 
these children’s lives—they feel loved, appreci-
ated and safe. It became vital for me to make 
every second count. It was essential for me to 
put myself in the mindset that if I didn’t love 
the girls with everything I had in me, these 
precious children may never know love.
These children may not know the name of 
Jesus, or think God is someone they can say 
their prayers to. While this seems crazy to most 
of us at Taylor, this is their reality. They don’t 
have loving parents to teach them Bible stories, 
or an established government welcoming the 
freedom of religion. All these children have is 
a little box of very few belongings and hurts 
beyond our comprehension.
Traveling over 6,000 miles to Vladimir, Rus-
sia was nothing less than a life altering experi-
ence. This year’s team consisted of 19 of us. We 
were divided into three different orphanages 
throughout the city with the purpose of simply 
showing Jesus’ love to the children.
Why them? Why were those sweet children 
dealt such an unfair hand? How can I just leave 
them? Why was I given so much? Is God just? 
These are just a few of the many questions 
rolling around in my head and penetrating the 
deepest part of my heart.
For now, while I may still have questions 
and processing to do, all I can do is trust in the 
fact that God was loving and caring for these 
children before I knew they existed. I also need 
to trust he will continue to love these children 
while I am gone and with a deeper love than 
humans will ever be able to comprehend.
All I could say to Vika’s question was “I would 
love to see you again, but I cannot promise 
that.”
I know beyond a shadow of a doubt that our 
God is real. He is sovereign, merciful and in 
complete control. For now all I can do is trust 
what I know to be true and wrestle with the 
things I am still questioning.
“Music is powerful, but Christ is even greater 
than that—put those two together and you get 
changed lives.”
In one week I had come to love and 
care for seven little girls in a way I 
have never known before. 
Taylor Sounds, under the leadership of Dr. Rediger, performed in Cuenca, Ecuador.  
Taylor Sounds Sang in Ecuador for Spring Break
Reflections from a challenging trip to Russia
assage 
therapy 
T.U. students receive 20% discount.      
Hour massage is $50 (Student price: $40) . 
Half hour massage is $25 (Student price: $20).
M
is available in Upland. 
Call Rose Phillips at
765-506-7700
RN & Certified Massage Therapist
Specializing in neck & shoulder issues
1331 S. Eighth St.
Dorm events available 
for education & seated massage.










“This Sunday I sang in the church choir again 
at San Giovenale. I sat next to a guy named 
Alfeo who is this super friendly bear of a man 
with a powerful Italian voice. He loved that I 
was picking up on Italian and just was so happy 
that I was up there singing with them. After 
the service was over, he gave me this humon-
gous bear hug/headlock and said, “Benissimo 
Andrea!” (my Italian name which means very 
great or excellent). For lunch, a few of us 
stopped in a local pasta shop and got some 
fresh tortellini carne (tortellini filled with meat) 
and took it back to the monastery to cook. It 
was so good. We had a chunk of Parmesan 
cheese to grate over it and some olive oil and 
some fresh tomatoes that one girl cooked up. 
Molto Buona! (Very Good!)”
http://followingwisely.blogspot.com
“This trip was our opportunity to experience 
Irish literature. We have been reading Irish 
plays, poems and novels by Yeats, Heaney and 
Joyce and this was our chance to see some 
of the places that inspired these famous rid-
ers. Each day we focused on a different author, 
although they did overlap a little. The first day 
was Yeats’ turn. A lot of his poetry was inspired 
by nature, so our day was spent outside. We 
went to Doone Woods, looked at the Isle of Inn-
isfree, walked around a waterfall and discussed 
poetry. I felt like I was 5 again. Wandering 
around the woods, climbing trees, looking for 
faeries in the woods . . . not a bad way to learn 
about poetry. We also did some serious learn-
ing and went to the Yeats Center and learned all 
about his life and history.”
JULIE CLINE 
C O N T R I B U T O R
Spring break came at a much-needed time for me. Two weeks ago, I was feeling 
“musicked out,” as the expression goes. On Wednesday of that week, Taylor hosted 
the band Stepdad in the Union, and they put on a great show. I was standing by 
the keyboardist, whose shrill, yet inspired notes turned an abstract message-
ridden melody into something tangible, like high-frequency hearing loss. Then, 
two short days later, I drove to Indianapolis ($892.23 in gas money) to go see my 
first hardcore concert, by a popular band named Haste the Day. I went to this 
concert unaware of the rule that to be a fan of the hardcore genre you must have 
a minimum of 12 piercings above your neck. I think this is where the term “metal 
head” comes from. You don’t want to get stuck behind these people in the airport 
security line:
TSA officer: “Okay sir, you’ve removed all of your ear, nose, eyebrow and tongue 
rings, but you’re still setting off the alarm…”
Hardcore fan: “Whoops! I forgot my intestine piercing!”
Suffice to say I was out of place at this concert. If my fuzzy zip-up jacket didn’t 
give it away, my non-tapered corduroy pants did. The typical outfit most people 
wore (in addition to full-body tattoos) was a pair of skinny jeans and a black 
T-shirt with an artistic depiction of Satan on it. I was standing in the back, taking 
in the whole cultural experience, when the music started. The first two opening 
bands were terrible, or at least they sounded terrible. The next band to play was 
the energetic MyChildren MyBride, which could be a biblical reference to the 
Church. Or not. Crowd members showed their love for the band by shoving one 
another to the ground in a mosh pit.
A mosh pit occurs when fans in the crowd start violently jostling, blindly 
pushing and running into each other at high speeds. It’s like a mixture between 
kickboxing and having a seizure. Sometimes you’re so busy pushing and shoving 
that you hardly have time to listen to the music.
After MyChildren MyBride was done playing, there was a short break for people 
to get refreshments or seek medical treatment. When Haste the Day took the stage, 
everybody surged forward and waited in anticipation of the first song. Somehow 
I ended up directly in the center, only a few rows back from the stage. The stage 
went dark all and an atomic bass note rang out. The show was underway. It was 
a flashy performance. The guitarists played through amplifiers the size of trailer 
homes, which were turned up loud enough to make small rodents explode. After 
listening to the first few songs, I picked up on some nuances of the music.
A key element of hardcore songs is the breakdown. This is the part of the song 
where, musically, there is little to no tune. Everyone in the crowd jumps in time 
to the guitars, which are made to sound like a rusty John Deere lawn tractor. The 
way most bands effectively transition into the breakdown is to have the lead singer 
loudly project the same poetic line into the microphone: “RAAAWR!”
Another aspect of the hardcore genre is the screamed vocals. The lead singer 
wants to sound as if he has a terrible case of the stomach flu. One of the most 
entertaining moments of the concert was in the middle of an especially screamy 
song when a hardcore couple in front of me decided they needed to have a serious 
relationship conversation right. It was dramatic. They argued with animated 
motions while vivid lights flashed around them, and the lead singer coughed up 
a lung in the background. I lost sight of them as they were trampled by a herd of 
raging fans, but I hope that they worked things out.
Overall, the show was a lot of fun. I wholeheartedly engaged in some of the 
moshing and actually enjoyed myself, escaping with only minor injuries. I left 
while wiping the blood from my ears. I will gladly attend another hardcore show 
in the future, although next time I may wear skinny jeans or get an intestine 
piercing so I can fit in a little better.
A HARDCORE 
SPRING BREAK
MISSIONS NEEDED IN AMERICA
S
pring break is over, and school has 
begun, but many hearts are still 
turned toward the missions they were 
involved in less than a thousand miles 
away. Out of 11 spring break mission 
trips this year, five had destinations 
in the U.S. Teams went to Dearborn, 
Mich.; Daytona, Fla.; Nashville, Tenn.; 
Indianapolis, Ind.; and Grant County, 
Ind. 100 of the 158 student missionaries never 
left the country. 
I was fortunate enough be part of the Dear-
born team. Our term served a Muslim com-
munity through service projects and English 
language classes. Each day, our work began 9 
a.m. and continued on and off until 9 p.m.
The cultural differences in a town one state 
away from Taylor amazed me. There was no 
integration of men and women. We were not 
even allowed in the same rooms. The whole trip, 
I never spoke to a Muslim woman.
The ministry we worked with wanted us to 
keep our anonymity by not broadcasting we 
were from a Christian school.
“Their organization is not 
seen as a ministry, so we were 
helpers and teachers, not mis-
sionaries,” said senior Verity 
Ramirez. “People would not 
have been receptive to us if they thought we 
were just trying to win them for our religion.”
After traveling to Dearborn last year with 
the spring break team, Ramirez felt enriched 
by her experiences this year.
“This year was a lot deeper of an experience 
because the Lord had already given me a heart 
from Muslims, and this year he broke me again. 
I definitely feel like the work I did was valu-
able, not because they needed an extra helper, 
but [because of] their needs to have more of 
God amidst the darkness of Islam.”
Ministry in Dearborn was unique because it 
was not to a secular group. It was to believers 
of another religion, contributing to a spiritually 
dark atmosphere.
“It’s a stark reminder that the great commis-
sion needs to be filled,” Ramirez said.
While our team was 250 miles north of 
Upland, the team 1,000 miles 
south in Daytona experienced 
a different type of ministry, 
which focused on evangelism.
“Ministry was wherever God 
led us,” said sophomore D’Andre Coats. “We 
ministered to the homeless, people on the 
beach, people from the town, everyone.”
The Daytona team witnessed several conver-
sions and healings. 
“People’s eyes were really opened to who 
Christ is,” Coats said. “They saw that there is 
something different—something better.”
In Nashville, ministry was focused on disas-
ter relief for the flood that occurred last May. 
Some of the team’s major projects included 
drywalling one house and demolishing another.
“We went to serve, but we got served so much,” 
said sophomore Sarah Sawicki. “We learned 
about his heart for people. A lot of us didn’t 
know how bad the flood was.”
Even closer to Taylor, needs were met, and 
God’s love was shown. The Indianapolis team 
worked with Shepherd Community Center.
“A lot of our role was coming alongside Shep-
herd and giving them a break,” said sophomore 
Ryan Caven. “It was very encouraging to work 
there. The people were glad to be there. For 
many of them, the kids come from bad families, 
and it’s keeping them out of trouble while their 
spiritual and physical needs are being met.”
Those who went to Grant County did not 
even have to travel an hour to see God at work.
“It seemed like we were a lot further away 
than 15 minutes,” said junior Abby Haverdink. 
“We aren’t going to Russia or Poland, but we can 
go back. We have that responsibility.”
Without a passport, non-international spring 
break team members experienced the mission 
field in America.
“It was so much more than any of us could 
have asked or imagined,” Sawicki said. “We got 
to impact so many lives. It was unbelievable, 
and it was only six hours away.”
 Students can read more about all the spring 
break trips at taylorspringbreak.wordpress.
com.
W
ho drives over a thousand miles to 
Colorado for spring break because of 
Focus on the Family?
 Taylor University’s Adventures in 
Odyssey Club (AIOC), that’s who.
 Colorado Springs, Colo., is the headquarters of 
the children’s radio drama “Adventures in Odys-
sey” (AIO), a long-running Focus on the Family 
production set in the fictional town of Odyssey.
 On today’s Christian college campuses, it 
isn’t hard to find people who grew up listening 
to “Adventures in Odyssey.” Some of us, however, 
have continued listening to and loving the show 
even as we’ve moved beyond the target age range.
 I interned with “Adventures in Odyssey” two 
summers ago, and, shortly afterward, started the 
AIOC. Since then, it’s been my dream to visit Colo-
rado Springs with the club.
 Last week, that dream came true. 
 On Friday afternoon, hours after spring break 
had officially started, eight of us crammed into 
a car and a minivan with an overload of snacks 
and suitcases and began our two-day road trip to 
the mountains.
 We made a few wrong turns in Indianapolis and 
St. Louis, we found Kansas to be very long, and 
we were very sleep-deprived by the time we got 
there. But, even then, it was worth it.
 All of the voice recording for 
“Adventures in Odyssey” is done 
in southern California, but 
there are still plenty of things 
for the well-connected AIO 
fan to do in Colorado 
Springs.
 We visited the real 
Whit’s End (based on an ice cream shop/discovery 
emporium that is the cornerstone of the show), 
slid down the three-story slide and sampled the 
ice cream. But that was just the tip of the iceberg.
 On our first day, Nathan Hoobler, one of the AIO 
writers, took all of us rock climbing at the Garden 
of the Gods. Our mission was to scramble up some 
shallow rocks to a sandstone ledge, then climb 90 
feet up the route known as Cowboy’s Boot Crack.
 Some of us were hesitant at first. In the end, we 
all put on the special climbing shoes, attached the 
rope to our harness and made a go of it. Most of 
us made it all the way up, and have the pictures 
to prove it.
 Later in the week, we met Dave Arnold and 
Paul McCusker, the main movers and shakers 
behind AIO. They joined the show just after its 
inception more than 20 years ago. Their names 
were the ones we grew up hearing in the episode 
credits.
 On our behind-the-scenes AIO tour, we saw the 
Foley Room, where all the sound effects are made. 
More goes into the post-production of an audio 
drama than meets the ear. For example, the room 
contains many shoes used to create the sound of 
footsteps, and each of the main characters has his 
or her own pair.
 Some of us sat in on a Foley session. The sound 
designers used those shoes and other props to 
record the sound effects for an upcoming episode.
 While we had more opportunities to interact 
with the Odyssey team than typical tourists, we 
agreed that the best parts of the trip transcended 
“Adventures in Odyssey.”
 “To me, the most special thing about this group 
is how comfortable we all were together,” said 
sophomore Drew Neuenschwander. “I’ve been on 
several other spring break trips during which 
I’ve grown close to my team members over the 
course of a week, but when you go on a trip with 
friends you’ve known since you were a fall fresh-
man, you’re able to access a layer of depth and 
unity that can’t possibly be reached with someone 
you’ve only known for a few months.”
 “This was the best spring break I’ve ever had,” 
said sophomore Molly Anderson. “Most spring 
break trips consist of large groups of people, but 
with . . .  eight friends, we all got to know each 
other much better over the week.”
 The Whit’s End in Odyssey is known as “a place 
of adventure and discovery . . . where kids, of all 
ages, can just be kids.” 
 We found the same was true of the Whit’s End 
in Colorado Springs, not to mention everywhere 
else we went.
 When we weren’t hobnobbing with celebrities, 
we were playing tag in the Focus on the Family 
parking lot, or having pillow fights, or jamming to 
music in the car, or watching movies together in 
our host family’s theater room.
 “Overall, it was a great experience with wonder-
ful memories, and I will not forget the camarade-
rie and fun times we shared,” said senior Rachel 
Steiner.
 “This trip has helped us bond even beyond 
spring break week,” said freshman Alex Mel-
len. “[Now that we’re] back at Taylor, we 
try to see each other more often and 
carry on conversations we started in 
Colorado. Spring break deepened 
friendships, and we don’t want 
that to be for nothing.”
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GODADDY ON SAFARI?
PETA and other animal rights activ-
ists lashed out Thursday against 
GoDaddy CEO Bob Parsons for 
posting a video online of him hunt-
ing rogue elephants in Zimbabwe. 
While these “problem elephants” 
are hunted by village locals to 
protect crops, Parson’s video 
seemingly glorified the act. Name-
Cheap.com, a rival domain service 
to GoDaddy, announced a deal to 
transfer user accounts. Proceeds 
go to savetheelephants.org.
B R E A C H I N G 
t h e 
B U B B L E
OFF THEIR ROCKERS
NBC has green-lighted a senior 
citizen prank show hosted and 
executive-produced by everyone’s 
favorite funny elder, Betty White.  
“Betty White’s Off Their Rockers” 
will be a hidden-camera comedy 
show depicting White and her 
gang of jokesters pranking a 
younger generation. 
GOOGLEY EYES
Google engineers are working on 
a mobile application that will allow 
users to identify people’s faces 
with a camera. Now, before all 
your “Minority Report” night-
mares start setting in, Google has 
reassured users the app will only 
identify user-created Google Pro-
files, which would display a user’s 
name, phone number and e-mail 
address. The app currently has no 
release timeline. 
MUSICAL HORROR
What do you get when you com-
bine a rocker with a horror writer?  
For John Mellencamp and Stephen 
King, the answer is “a riveting 
Southern gothic musical.” Based 
on the true story of the deaths of 
two brothers and a young girl in 
1957, the musical is scheduled to 
be performed April 4 through May 
13, 2012, at The Alliance Theater 
in Atlanta.
ADVENTURES IN SPRING BREAK
The calendar never lies. Seniors, 
you have seven weeks left of college. 
Amid the bittersweet reminiscing 
and some overbooking at the Career 
Development office, seniors anxious 
(or reluctant) to embrace the future 
must ponder that seemingly eternal 
conflict: getting a job. Or is graduate 
school an option? Are you moving back 
in with mom and dad? Are you going to 
drop off the face of the Earth?
Fortunately, this is not the case for 
all students turning the tassel this 
May. Some seniors have already found 
interesting work in an economy that is 
not entirely welcoming.
Senior Julie Hogan is an elementary 
education major who will spend the 
next two years teaching a first grade 
class in La Paz, Bolivia.
“It’s been an interesting journey,” 
Hogan said. “Teaching overseas inter-
ested me, but I had my sights set on 
moving somewhere else in the U.S.”
Hogan first heard about this teach-
ing opportunity at Highlands Inter-
national School in La Paz from her 
professor. Cindy Tyner, along with 
her husband Stan Tyner, led Hogan’s 
Lighthouse trip to Ethiopia last year. 
Both Stan and Cindy are teaching at 
Highlands Internation School on their 
one-year sabbatical.
“When Dr. Tyner mentioned in an 
e-mail to me last semester that she 
would be recruiting teachers for the 
school, I was excited about the pos-
sibility,” Hogan said, “but I later put 
it out of mind. I guess it seemed more 
realistic and comfortable to look into 
teaching somewhere in the States.”
In January, Tyner visited Taylor and 
spoke in Hogan’s capstone class, offer-
ing more information about teaching 
in Bolivia. After hearing more about 
the school and Tyner’s dedication to 
it, Hogan signed up to be contacted by 
Scott Frost, the director of Highlands 
International School.
“His first question was how I felt 
about working overseas,” she said. “I 
honestly didn’t know how I felt about 
it at the time.”
After the conversation, Hogan could 
tell Frost was passionate about his 
school. Around half of the students 
who attend Highland’s International 
School do not come from Christian 
families, and Hogan quickly saw that 
teaching in Bolivia could be a life-
changing ministry.
After spending a semester student 
teaching in Indianapolis, Hogan 
returned to Downers Grove, Ill., during 
J-term break to spend some valuable 
time at home. She was given a couple 
weeks to consider her options and 
pray about the decision, and quickly 
received a great deal of encouragement 
from family and friends.
“My parents were both very support-
ive of me working in Bolivia,” she said. 
“But returning to campus for second 
semester brought about some doubts 
and fears. I couldn’t tell if this was a 
calling to go somewhere else instead. 
I couldn’t even really pinpoint what I 
was fearful of.”
Hogan found relief in prayer and in 
reading Henry Nouwen’s book, “Spiri-
tual Formation.”
“A quote from his book mentions 
how our heart is easily susceptible to 
Satan’s attacks and brings us doubts 
and fears,” she said. “I realized that 
my motivations for working in Bolivia 
were pure and good. I didn’t feel like 
God was leading me in another direc-
tion.”
During her e-mail conversations 
with Frost, Hogan learned that Dr. 
Tyner had spoken very highly of her. 
The full weight of the possibility of 
being offered the position was start-
ing to set in, and she told Frost that 
she would accept the position if offered.
“I was really upset because Scott 
called me and I missed the call,” she 
said. “I wasn’t really sure how to call 
him back since it was an international 
call.”
Hogan quickly received an e-mail 
from Frost offering the position to 
teach at Highlands International 
School. She replied and accepted the 
position.
“Then came all the paperwork,” she 
said. “It’s an English-speaking school, 
but it will help for me to start pick-
ing up Spanish right away. Thankfully 
I’ll have the help of ESL teachers and 
other teachers when working with stu-
dents who may struggle with English.”
Hogan hopes returning to the States 
with the experience and a second 
language will be a great asset to her 
future teaching career.
“The first few years of full-time 
teaching on your own are the hardest, 
and I feel blessed to have a Christian 
staff that will encourage, support and 
come around me in prayer,” she said. 
“The plan now is to arrive in Bolivia 
on July 26—that also happens to be 
my birthday.”
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LOCAL EVENTS
The James Family Adoption Fundraiser is coming to Exit 59 
Church tomorrow. The concert begins at 7 p.m. and has a sug-
gested donation of $3. The benefit concert will feature six live 
bands, local artwork and baked goods.
For more information, visit www.bethany.org.
On Sunday, The Taylor Theater Traveling Show, “We Will Not 
Be Silent,” will  perform at Upland Community Church. The 
free show begins at 6 p.m. This will be one of the last perfor-
mances in the area, so be sure to catch it while you can.
For more information, e-mail justin_chisham@taylor.edu
E
lizabeth Taylor died last week. In 
a matter of days, this became old 
news and faded into obscurity. The 
reason is twofold. A younger gen-
eration disregards a star of Hollywood’s golden era, 
and entertainment news moves faster than National 
Velvet. With so many other constellations in the sky, 
looking at a singular bright point of a bygone era 
seems unnecessary.
Are we wrong to ignore the icons of our parents 
and grandparents?
In case you are unfamiliar with Elizabeth Taylor, 
let me to bring you up to speed. She began a movie career in 1944 
at age 13. She later starred in such classics as “A Place in the Sun,” 
“Cleopatra” and “Cat on a Hot Tin Roof.” During her illustrious 
career, she earned two Academy Awards 
for her performances in “Who’s Afraid of 
Virgina Woolf?” and “Bitterfield 8.” Her 
stunning beauty once caused a camera-
man to note, “Her face is flawlessly sym-
metrical, she has no bad angle, and her 
eyes are of the deepest violet.”
As she aged and went through hus-
band after husband (total of eight mar-
riages to seven husbands), she withdrew 
from the cinema spotlight. She began to 
focus on humanitarian AIDS organiza-
tions and her jewelery/perfume/fashion empire. She was valued 
at over a billion dollars at the time of her death, according to 
indiewire.com.
On March 23, she died from congestive heart failure.
Her passing caused everything from a media firestorm to a 
media fizzle.
The Los Angeles Times gave her a four-photo slideshow and a 
brief sentence. The New York Times, on the other hand, crafted 
a 4-page detailed look at her life, her lasting influence, her work 
in film and her synonymous relationship to Hollywood glamour. 
I choose to operate on neither 
extreme.
Our generation usually does not care 
about such news. I understand the ten-
dency, as I too fall under the flippant response to old-time 
movie gossip. I am an entertainment journalist, so it is 
my job to address modern information in lieu of the old 
news.
However, our parents do care about the old news.
During the past week, I have heard my mother talk 
at length about Elizabeth Taylor. I have heard about 
the marriages, the scandals and the fact that she was 
buried quickly due to her adherence to Judaism. When 
my mother goes on her spiels, I jokingly tune out my 
force-fed update of Hollywood gossip. I roll my eyes and 
laze back in my chair. I really 
don’t care.
And I am wrong.
Elizabeth Taylor’s passing 
may seem old news to us, but 
there are people out there who 
take her death with utmost 
relevance. If we only need to 
know her name and appreci-
ate her influence, maybe we 
should walk the extra mile. I 
find it odd to connect the death 
of a glamour queen to a Christian community concept, 
but that is the position I find myself in. In a world that 
wallows in apathy, we need to care.
I find myself begrudgingly flipping through gossip. I 
could not have cared less about Elizabeth Taylor before 
I started writing this article. Now, I find myself reaching 
across a generational chasm to make my mother crack 
a smile.
If such news can hone a relationship, it is anything 
but unnecessary.
Pokémon survives 
by an adage. Sup-
posedly, if some-
thing is not broke, 
we are not to fix it. 
Nintendo has long clung to this 
saying, adopting it as the motto 
for this flagship franchise. My 
age-old Nintendo DS wheezed 
the maxim as I collected eight 
more badges, caught most of 
them and leveled up a giant 
pink jellyfish. As a childhood 
victim of the widespread Poké-
phenomenon, I understand the 
motto  and the 
appeal.
Why, then, am 
I so embarrassed 
by it?
Pokémon Black Version (I 
have not played White, though 
it is similar) does have a few 
high points. For instance, the 
new features are actually 
(gasp) clever. Yes, there is a 
“Pokémon musical” minigame 
that elicits my utter contempt, 
but new battle systems and 
puzzles offer something new 
for the tired franchise. These 
high points are not utilized 
well—many don’t even show up 
until after you beat the main 
story mode—but I will grant a 
begrudging applause.
The other new feature is not 
as welcome.
The new Pokémon lie some-
where between polygon night-
mares and facepalming failures. 
I will not delve 
too deeply into 
this particular 
pit, but be fore-
warned. These 
n e w b i e s  a r e 
interesting to 
p l a y  a r o u n d 
with, but you’ll 
b e  a b a n d o n -
ing your new 
“friends” as soon 
as old standbys meander in. 
In previous games, I could 
choose between dragons, tur-
tles, dinosaurs, birds and fair-
ies.  Now I get zebras, trashbags, 
Goths, ice cream cones and ste-
roid-users.  The choices are dif-
ficult for all the wrong reasons. 
I am teetering on the edge of 
that aforementioned pit, so I 
will move on.
The storyline tries to improve 
on previous iterations and 
succeeds on a few fronts. The 
conclusion of the main story 
is particularly memorable. 
However, if you heard this 
game asks serious questions 
of morality, you are severely 
misinformed. Like always, 
you will still meet people who 
exclaim, “Fishing is good for the 
bones and also for bonding time 
with loved ones” before being 
awkwardly thrown into battle. 
The serious moments, though, 
are the most nonsensical. For 
instance:
“I need to learn 
to be myself!”
“ C a n ’ t  y o u 
learn to be your-
self without your 
Pokémon?”
“No !  I  need 
my Pokémon to 
grow into myself, 
and I define my 
growth by my 
Pokémon friends.”
Reeks of an ad agency, no?
Despite the many failings, 
Pokémon remains a staple of 
my gaming diet. I love collect-
ing these little creatures (even 
if they are insufferably weird) 
and Pokémon Black Version is 
enjoyable beyond mere nostal-
gia. If a fine game and a vener-
able franchise are enough for a 
purchase, then I heartily recom-
mend it despite my many gripes. 
Rest assured, Pokémon is far 
from broken. However, some fix-
ing would be appreciated.
Her passing caused  
everything from a media 
firestorm to a media fizzle. 
JUSTIN CHISHAM 
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JUSTIN CHISHAM 
A & E  E D I T O R
Review: Pokémon Black Version
Now that 
Rob Bell’s 
n e w e s t 
book has 
been released, I find it appropriate 
to write a brief review. “Love Wins” 
is a beautiful collection of ques-
tions and challenges concerning 
the traditional, orthodox Christian 
doctrine of hell. The majority of the 
book is spent exploring the implica-
tions of this doctrine, namely how 
our understanding of this doctrine 
relates to our understanding of 
God. By now, we’ve all probably 
heard a little too much about Bell’s 
book, but allow me to explain why 
it is a must-read for any Christian 
thinker.
First, let me dispel some of this 
Bell-a-phobia by offering a humble 
proposition: if one reads this book 
and disagrees with Bell’s conclu-
sions, the worst that can happen is 
a re-founding of an already estab-
lish conclusion—the only ones “in 
danger” from a book like this are 
those who mindlessly accept con-
clusions about anything. 
Second, let us revisit John Pip-
er’s quote, “Bad theology [hurts] 
people and dishonor[s] God.” This 
is probably true, but it is coming 
from a seven-point Calvinist who 
preaches double-predestination, 
the view that there are people on 
Earth for whom the Gospel has no 
more power than for those already 
in hell. Which theology sounds 
more harmful? The point is, “bad 
theology” is, in this sense, a rela-
tive term.
That being said, let me discuss 
the implications of the traditional 
view of hell Bell addresses in his 
book. Because of what we have 






o f  p e o p l e 
k n o w i n g 
they would 
e n d  u p  i n 




Sure, he may not have sent them 
there. But as an omniscient being, 
God knew they would choose to 
deny and spend eternity apart from 
him, possibly even in “eternal con-
scious punishment” (another view 
Bell challenges). 
This would also mean that God’s 
eternal gracious character extends 
only within a person’s lifetime. If 
John sits in a Sunday morning 
service for the first time, hears the 
gospel, leaves pondering it and is 
hit by a car and dies, God’s gift is 
no longer available to him. Instead, 
God says, “You had your chance, 
burn in hell.” Bell also discusses 
the surprising variety of reasons 
by which Jesus saves people in the 
Gospels—there are so many that 
to reduce them to a single criterion 
seems to 
limit the power of the saving act.
 
However, I would also like to note 
the biggest implication of Bell 
being incorrect in his view (it is left 
somewhat ambiguous at the close 
of the book). 
He believes in 
hell, but also 
t h a t  G o d ’ s 
love is  pow-
erful enough 




I f  a n  e t e r -
nal hell does 
exist, telling 
the ‘unsaved’ that God’s love will 
eventually win their hearts would 
be the most severe form of disser-
vice—they’ll miss Jesus now and 
go to hell).
To close, I want to rid us of the 
notion that all forms of universal 
salvation make a mockery of Jesus’ 
sacrifice. If Jesus saves everyone, 
his work becomes more powerful, 
not less. Because of this, there 
should be a strong part of us that, 
like God, desires “all people to be 
saved” (1 Tim 4:4). And thus, it is 
not Rob Bell versus the Bible (he 
uses Scripture for the whole of his 
argument), but rather a discussion 
rested in Jesus. Give it a read—it 
will challenge the convictions of 
your heart and mind in a way that 
is unfortunately all too uncommon.
We’ve all probably heard a little 
too much about Bell’s book, but 
allow me to explain why it is 
a must-read for any Christian 
thinker.
The New Erasmus JONATHAN POVILONIS C O N T R I B U T O R








































Despite the many 
failings, Pokémon 
remains a staple of 
my gaming diet.
When I was in elementary school, I read “My Teacher 
Sleeps at School.” It’s a cute children’s book illustrat-
ing the students’ beliefs that their teacher lives in the 
classroom and never leaves the building. I thought it 
was non-fiction.
Ever since that book, I’ve been one of those students 
who doesn’t like to think teachers ever leave the school 
building. Kindergarten 
through high school, I chose 
not to believe the person sit-
ting behind the desk who 
had just graded my test 
had his own life, or heaven 
forbid went out for nights 
on the town. It’s just weird 
to think that your teach-
ers have lives beyond the 
classroom. To paraphrase 
a popular high school flick, 
seeing teachers outside of 
school is like seeing a dog 
walk on its hind legs. It’s 
just weird.
This is college. Our teach-
ers are “professors” or “doc-
tors.” Some of them even go 
by their first names. The 
rules of student-teacher 
interact ions  suddenly 
flipped —it is OK, even expected, to hang out with my 
profs outside of class. 
One of the benefits of going to a small school like Taylor 
is we have opportunities to build relationships with our 
professors. We all heard it from the CREW member on 
our first campus tour. At the time, it was just something 
to impress parents. You were too busy trying to blend 
in and not act like a high schooler to give that idea any 
thought.
At first I was skeptical. I didn’t expect to actually build 
relationships with the busy, academic-oriented adults 
who lectured me three times a week. But after two and 
a half years of bouncing around faculty members’ rosters, 
I am glad to say I’ve developed friendships with my 
educators.
Our teachers are no longer intimidating red pen-bear-
ers who decimate essays without a second glance. They 
are real humans with compassion, insight and hot tubs 
they let you use. 
Professors can be like parents, mentors, friends and 
teachers. They’re some of the best 
people to ask for advice because 
they understand our context and 
have been there before. Even if 
they aren’t Taylor alumni, they 
live in our community and know 
as much as we do about what goes 
on around here.
Getting to know the faculty 
in your major especially can be 
extremely helpful. They’ll know 
your strengths and will always be 
hearing of opportunities to pass on 
to you. And they’re great resources 
to learn more outside of class.
Even in extra-curricular hang-
outs, we often expect professors to 
be investing in our lives without 
us giving anything back. When 
you don’t express interest in your 
professors’ lives, the relationship 
becomes one-sided, and they may 
as well be sitting behind a desk with a red pen in hand. 
Professors are people, too. Maybe they just gained a 
grandchild or are involved in exciting developments at 
their church. They don’t live in the classroom, so ask 
them about their lives.
I have become a proponent of student-professor friend-
ships. The Taylor experience wouldn’t be complete with-
out dinner with your adviser or coffee dates with the 
prof from your favorite class. Build a relationship beyond 
asking them for a recommendation letter.
Professors are like mullets: business up front, party in 
the back. Don’t be afraid to take the first step. You might 
be pleasantly surprised at the results.
In my past articles, I have ripped our school 
apart. To compensate and show that I really 
enjoy being at Taylor, I decided to share what 
I think Taylor is doing a good job with this 
year.
Since it is such a large part of our lives at Taylor, 
let’s start at the DC. The DC has risen to new heights 
this year. The new setup is organized more efficiently. 
Putting the hot line food on both sides again helps the 
flow of people and clears up the congestion that was 
occurring on the east side of the DC. The demo food, 
salad bars and cereal cart found 
a home in the “pretty people sec-
tion.” After the initial shock, I 
think most people agree they like 
this setup better than before. 
The DC has also made some 
food-related changes. Chicken 
wraps switching to a different 
day eliminated the gigantic line 
each Friday, which I am sure the 
admissions staff appreciates. The 
food offerings are more diverse 
as well, and healthy options 
abound. I have ended up at the 
table several times with a plate full of food only to see 
something I would rather eat. So instead of coveting 
your neighbor’s plate, take a stroll around to see all the 
food before you decide.
Next up on our campus tour is the Union. The Union 
is always a happening place. The rearranging of furni-
ture has created better-defined sections for each reason 
someone goes there. Whether you are on a coffee date, 
eating dinner with friends, or working on a group proj-
ect, there is a place for you.
Since we are close, let’s stop by Rediger Auditorium. 
Chapel, as usual, has been good this year. If I were 
going to brag to someone about Taylor, I 
would bring up the OneVerse celebration 
chapel. For our school to raise that amount 
of money in a few years was the work of the 
Lord. I am so proud of the students, faculty and staff 
that made it possible. For the alumna who matched the 
amount we raised to give so faithfully is a tremendous 
example for current students.
Social media is such a large part of each of our lives. 
It is encouraging to know people working here realize 
that. Taylor’s involvement in different social media 
outlets has greatly increased 
this year. There are a few dif-
ferent accounts on both Twitter 
and Facebook. Taylor athletics 
tweets final scores, sports news 
updates and score updates dur-
ing games. If I am not able to 
attend a sporting event but 
want to know the results, I can 
check Twitter or Facebook to 
see if I should congratulate an 
athlete on my wing or remain 
silent.
The Lighthouse blogs are 
another media-related area that Taylor is doing right. 
As a student at home for J-term, I appreciated the work 
Jenny Collins, Maggie Burns, Jennica Stevens and oth-
ers did to keep the Lighthouse blogs updated. Even 
though my friends were scattered around the world and 
I could not communicate with them, I knew what was 
happening in their lives.
Instead of complaining about what we do not like, we 
should try to think of all the things we do like at Taylor. 
If you did not enjoy this article, just take joy in the fact 
that I did not once mention those two words that mean 
“on-purpose group of people.”
Cheating happens in 
all areas of life, but for 
the sake of this article 
I’ll stick to the more 
common area where the word 
cheating is used. While academic 
cheating happens at all levels of 
education, in college the conse-
quences are more 
serious.
Usually, cheat-
ing in middle or 
high school was 
punished with a 
trip to the princi-
pal’s office. At col-
lege level, it can 
result in proba-
tion or expulsion. 
I am not writing 
this to guilt-trip 
anybody or say 
I’ve never cheated. I remember 
hearing an interesting theory on 
why cheating is so widespread in 
education. This theory is based on 
how the grading system is used.
The grading system isn’t per-
fect, but it is the best way to give 
credit for work and determine who 
is ready for a higher level of educa-
tion. There is an undercurrent to 
 
the idea of grading, 
though: the grading 
scale is often used as 
a measure of future 
success in a career or work. This 
idea can be summed up like this: 
“A students are going to be B stu-






ing as a way 
to “beat the 
system.”
If grades are 
all that matter 
a n d  e d u c a -
tion does not 
require  the 
whole person, 
cheating will occur and will con-
tinue to become more common. 
Again, I’m not writing a sermon 
about honesty. I’m in no position to 
do that. But the goal of education 
is to make you a better and more 
knowledgeable person so you can 
have a successful life. Is it worth 
cheating if grades don’t accurately 
show what you’re fully capable of?
Need a soapbox? 
Become a contributor to the Opinions section! 
E-mail Emily_Luttrull@tayloru.edu for more information. Let your voice be heard. 
B Y  E M I L Y  L U T T R U L L 
O P I N I O N S  E D I T O R
Instead of complaining about 
what we do not like, we 
should try to think of all the 
things we do like at Taylor.
If grades are all that matter 
and education does not 
require the whole person, 
cheating will occur and will 
continue to become more 
common.
Our teachers are no longer 
intimidating red pen bearers 
who decimate essays without a 
second glance. They are real hu-
mans with compassion, insight 
and hot tubs they let you use.
In response to Mark Dungan’s article about “The Ques-
tion of Hell,” I caution readers not to jump to conclusions 
regarding the controversial doctrine of Universalism. I do 
not speak for Rob Bell. After all, I haven’t read his book yet. 
However, I consider myself a Christian Universalist with 
a consistent, logical and biblical view of God and salva-
tion. Before you disregard Universalism as heresy, please 
understand the following about the doctrine. 
Universalism does not deny the necessary wrath of God 
or Christ’s penal substitutionary atonement on the cross. 
Don’t confuse the idea that “everyone will be saved” with 
“no one will be punished.” The Bible clearly speaks of God’s 
judgment, but Universalists question why that judgment 
must be eternal. I believe the Scriptures clearly teach that 
God loves every single person in the world with agape love. 
The question of why a loving God would torment his 
beloved children for eternity is certainly a valid question for 
which no easy answer exists. Yet, when we dig into the origi-
nal text of the Bible, we discover the Greek word aionion is 
an adjective of time that depends on context to determine 
extent. In regard to punishment after death, it can easily 
mean “a limited period of time,” not necessarily “forever.” 
Consider also that God’s punishment is fatherly and cor-
rective, not vindictive and vengeful. If he loves his children 
so much, won’t he do whatever it takes to save them from 
the misery of existing apart from himself? What good would 
come of hell if its inhabitants had no means of repentance? 
What glory would come to God by eternally punishing 
people for no redemptive purpose?
The doctrine of hell also removes our free will. If the 
alternative to choosing God is eternal conscious torment in 
the fires of hell, then there really is no choice at all. Worship-
ping God is compelled, not earned, if the only alternative to 
him is eternal torture. Is such a God good?
Understand that Universalism is no more heretical 
than Arminianism or Calvinism. It merely states that God 
desires the salvation of all and God’s will will be done. God 
in his infinite love and mercy will extend the offer of salva-
tion even to those who reject him in this life and choose to 
exist spiritually apart from God.
-Jesse Denardo
Mailbox
Send letters to the editor at emily_luttrull@tayloru.edu by 3 p.m. 
Wednesday. They should be no longer than 400 words. Due to 
volume, we cannot print all opinions articles that we receive. 
Please keep your opinions as concise as possible. The Echo 





Good Changes at TU
ISAAC HAMLIN   
C O N T R I B U T O R
JULIE CALDWELL 
C O N T R I B U T O R
CAMPUS UPDATES ARE FOR THE BETTER
1 April 2011 OPINIONS 7
OUR GRADING SYSTEM DRIVES 
US TO DISHONESTY
Illustrated by Eric Walton  
BASEBALL SPENDS SPRING BREAK IN GEORGIA
DANIEL MORRILL 
SPORTS CO-EDITOR
The snow flurries Wednesday 
were not welcomed by the mem-
bers of the baseball team, who 
returned from their spring break trip to Geor-
gia last weekend with freshly-shaved heads.
“I’m sure that the majority of campus has 
taken notice to our team haircut,” said sopho-
more Derek Kinzer. “Now you can’t fully tell 
us apart.”
The head shaving was just one activity the 
team did together on their week-long spring 
break trip. The Trojans also spent an off day 
in Atlanta, toured the Chick Fil-A headquar-
ters and ate dinner at the house of the com-
pany’s Chief Financial Officer.
“It was a really good week for the team,” 
said head coach Kyle Gould. “We got to do 
some really nice things off the field . . . It’s 
a great group of guys. They really like being 
around each other, and they like to play.”
The team began their trip in Dayton, Ohio, 
where they split a doubleheader with Cedar-
ville University. Kinzer threw six shutout 
innings in his first career start for Taylor in 
their first game victory.
After their stop in Ohio, the Trojans headed 
down to Marietta, Ga., to take on No. 9 South-
ern Polytechnic. Taylor tied the 
first game at 3 in the top of the 
seventh and sent the game to 
extra innings, but lost in the bottom of the 
eighth on a walk-off sacrifice fly. In the second 
game, the Trojans cranked out 10 hits and 
won 6-3 for their first win over a ranked team 
this season.
“You gain a lot of confidence from beating a 
good team, especially on the road,” Gould said. 
“The biggest thing we can take away is that 
if we play right, we can play with anybody.”
Two days later Taylor traveled 50 miles to 
Rome, Ga. where they took on Shorter Uni-
versity in another doubleheader. The Hawks 
beat the Trojans 7-5 and 6-2 and improved to 
25-7 on the year.
“[The competition] was really good,” Gould 
said. “We’ve played a really tough early sea-
son schedule.”
Taylor’s last stop was Atlanta Christian, 
where the Trojans swept their doubleheader 
by scores of 8-3 and 8-5. Kinzer improved to 
3-0 in the first game, and senior Zach Vander 
Laan kept his record perfect at 4-0 in the 
nightcap.
“We’re starting to see more of the younger 
pitchers to start throwing better,” Gould said. 
“I think as the weather warms up, offensively 
we’ll get even better. We kind of showed that 
[in Georgia]  . . . For the most part we played 
pretty well. We did some good things. We’re 
starting to get better, and starting to kind of 
find a rhythm.”
The Trojans stretched their winning streak 
to five games by beating Defiance 3-2 Tues-
day, and Grace 10-0 and 5-1 yesterday in 
their first two conference games. They went 
4-4 over spring break and improved to 14-11 
with their three wins this week. The players 
must now readjust to life of both school and 
baseball as they enter conference play.
“I think the biggest difference is being able 
to fully concentrate on baseball for the entire 
week without having any other stresses of 
deadlines and exams,” Kinzer said. “As far 
as in the actual game, there isn’t much dif-
ference. It is still the same game of baseball. 
But not having homework when you get back 
is always nice.”
Taylor will continue their first conference 
series with Grace at home tomorrow with a 
doubleheader at 1 p.m.
 
Junior pitcher Travis Tomaszewski throws a pitch during  Trojan baseball’s doubleheader sweep against Siena Heights on Wednesday, March 16. 
Sophomore outfielder Sarah Heath fields a ball during Taylor 
softball’s double header matchup against Huntington yesterday.
For most students, spring break 
is a time to relax and escape the 
worries of college. Instead, the 
track teams spent most of their time working 
hard preparing for the Emory Classic last 
weekend in Atlanta, Ga.
The Taylor men’s and women’s track 
teams had a successful finish to the indoor 
season as both teams completed the meet 
with third place finishes. With the indoor 
season over, the spring season follows close 
behind. 
“[Indoor track season] seems to be more 
intense in nature,” said head coach Ted Bow-
ers when comparing the spring season with 
the indoor season. “A lot of the transition 
seems to be mental . . . in indoor somebody 
is always right there with you, whether they 
are yelling at you or you are competing with 
them.”
The Emory Classic brought high levels of 
competition along with the intensity. Taylor 
competed against NCAA Division II and 
Division III schools and came away with 
several top place finishes.
The women broke three school records 
and won five events at the Emory Classic. 
The team finished in third with 119.5 points, 
behind Division III schools, Hope College 
and Emory University. 
Junior Stephanie Kenney and 
sophomore Henrietta Carey led 
the Trojans with strong perfor-
mances at the meet.
Carey won the long jump on Friday, crush-
ing the old school record and qualifying for 
the NAIA national championship in May. 
The Bahama native’s leap was 18’ 10.5”.
The 400-meter dash, run by Kenney, was 
the third event in which the women’s team 
captured a first-place finish. She broke her 
own record with a time of 58.61 seconds.
The Trojans received another first-place 
win in the 4x100-meter relay. Kenney, Carey, 
junior LaJoya Smith and freshman Carlene 
Johnson broke another school record with a 
time of 48.04. 
Kenney, Smith, freshman Erin Price and 
senior Amy Malinowski ran the 4x400-meter 
relay. This was the fifth first-place finish by 
the Trojans as they finished with a time of 
4:04.38. 
Carey and Kenney are to be named NAIA 
players of the week in field and track respec-
tively. 
“Our women were outstanding,” Bowers 
said. “Right now I feel really good about our 
women’s team.”
The men’s team finished third overall with 
70 points, behind Emory and Hope. 
Senior Matt Bane and sophomore Corbin 
Slater racked up points for the Trojans on 
the first day of competition. They placed 
second and sixth respectively in the men’s 
3,000-meter steeplechase. 
Junior Sam Stufflebam and senior Scott 
Gill received fourth-place finishes in the 
hammer throw and the long jump. 
On the final day of the Classic, senior Josh 
Henson earned two top-three finishes. He 
took second place with a distance of 44’0” 
and placed third in the long jump with a 
distance of 20’7”. Junior Randy Magnuson 
and freshman Jeremy Cutshaw also placed 
in the long jump.
Gill earned the final second-place finish 
for the men. He scored 22.59 in the 200-
meter dash.
Bowers said the indoor season prepared 
the team for the approaching outdoor spring 
season and feels good about the men and 
women going into the last stretch of the 
season.
“This week it will be more resting as we 
dial back the training just enough to make 
sure they are really ready to compete,” he 
said. 
The track team will return to the outdoor 
track this weekend at the DePauw Invita-














































ATHLETE OF THE WEEK
LaJoya Smith
GABE BAIN 
S T A F F  W R I T E R
SOFTBALL TEAM PLAYS 11 GAMES IN FLORIDA





NICKNAMES: LJ,  LJJJJJJ, Latorya,  Joya
BEST TRACK 
MEMORY:












03/25 at Atlanta Christian 
W, 8-3, W, 8-5
03/29 at Defiance W, 3-2 
03/31 at Grace W, 10-0, 
W, 5-1
SCHEDULE
04/02 versus Grace  
(DH) 1 p.m.
04/05 versus St. Francis 
(DH) 2 p.m.
04/05 at St. Francis  
(DH) 2 p.m.
REVIEW
The baseball team won 
their first two conference 
games yesterday, defeat-
ing Grace by a score of 
10-0 and 5-1. Junior Travis 
Tomaszewski and senior 
Zach Vander Laan both 





03/26 at Warner University 
L, 8-1
03/29 at Marian  
L, 8-0, W, 4-3
03/31 versus Huntington  
L, 10-0, L, 6-4
SCHEDULE
04/02 versus Cardinal 
Stritch 1 p.m.
04/05 at St. Francis 3 p.m.
04/07 at Cedarville 3 p.m.
REVIEW
The softball team fell to 
Huntington by scores of 
10-0 and 6-4 yesterday in 
their second conference 
doubleheader of the sea-
son. –Down 6-3 in the sec-
ond game, the Trojans tried 
to mount a comeback in the 
bottom of the seventh but 
were only able to plate one 
run. Senior Maggie Burns 




03/21-22 at Shorter Univer-
sity Docuteam Invitational, 
6th of 6, 994 Strokes
SCHEDULE
04/04-05 Taylor Invitational
04/08-09 at St. Francis 
Cougar Invitational
04/12 at St. Francis (IL) 
Spring Invitational
REVIEW
The golf team began their 
season at the Shorter 
University Docuteam Invita-
tional last week, finishing 
sixth of six teams. Junior 
Tyler Ramsland led Taylor 
with a score of 237 and 
tied for 16th overall. 
MEN’S TRACK & 
FIELD
RESULTS
03/19 at Rhodes  
Invitational,  
No Team Score Recorded
03/25-26 at Emory Invita-
tional, 3rd of 15
SCHEDULE
04/02 at DePauw Invita-
tional, 11 a.m.
04/08-09 at Little State  
2 p.m., 10 a.m.
04/16 Taylor Invitational 
11 a.m.
REVIEW
Before their third-place 
finish at the Emory Invita-
tional, the men’s track team 
competed outdoors for the 
first time at the Rhodes 
Invitational. Senior Scott 
Gill placed second in the 
long jump, while fellow 
senior Adam Schroer took 
sixth in the 10,000-meter 
run. The 4x400-meter relay 
team of senior Kyle Cassidy, 
sophomore Kyle Anderson, 
freshman Kevin McGregor 
and senior Bryan Allingham 
took third place with a 
time of 3:24.22. Sophomore 
Corbin Slater and senior 
Matt Bane finished fourth 
and fifth respectively in the 
3,000-meter steeplechase.
WOMEN’S TRACK & 
FIELD
RESULTS
03/19 at Rhodes  
Invitational,  
No Team Score Recorded
03/25-26 at Emory Invita-
tional, 3rd of 17
L, 79-58
SCHEDULE
04/02 at DePauw  
Invitational 11 a.m.
04/08-09 at Little State  
2 p.m., 10 a.m.
04/16 Taylor Invitational 
11 a.m.
REVIEW
Before taking third place at 
the Emory invitational, the 
women’s track team had 
their first outdoor meet of 
the season at the Rhodes 
Invitational. Sophomore 
Henrietta Carey placed 
third in the 400-meter  
dash, sixth in the long jump 
and seventh in the 200- 
meter dash. Junior Ashley 
Henry finished sixth in the 
3,000-meter steeplechase, 
and fellow junior Stephanie 
Kenney took sixth in the 
400-meter dash.
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How does spending your 
spring break in Florida, play-
ing the sport you love with all 
of your friends sound? 
That is exactly what the Taylor 
softball team did. On the Thursday 
before spring sreak, the team drove 
down to Clearwater, Fla., to enjoy the 
85-degree weather and play 11 games. 
The players stayed in two houses 
and enjoyed eating breakfast and 
lunch together. They had devotionals 
every day with a different person lead-
ing each time. 
“There were so many different ways 
for us to learn from each other,” said 
head coach Brad Bowser. “You just 
don’t get that in day-to-day stuff here 
on campus.”
The girls came back with lots of sto-
ries and inside jokes, and the experi-
ence really helped them come together 
as a team.  
The Trojans went 5-6 during the 
trip including several impressive vic-
tories. The Trojans beat Mt. Mercy, 7-1 
in their opening game. Last year, Mt. 
Mercy made it to the NAIA National 
Tournament. The Trojans also had an 
impressive comeback victory against 
Merrimack, beating them 6-5 in extras 
after being down 5-1 going into the 
sixth inning.
“They did great,” Bowser said. “We 
struggled a little bit defensively, but 
we put runs on the board [and] we 
were aggressive on the base pads. We 
started learning that if we attack the 
ball defensively, if we’re aggressive 
offensively, then we’re going to make 
people make mistakes.
Bowser’s confidence and positive 
attitude is spreading through the team. 
“We played teams that had already 
 
played 20 to 25 games or 
more,” said senior second 
baseman Maggie Burns, “and 
to come out and really compete with 
them was huge for us. We proved to 
ourselves that we are able to face any 
team with confidence and talent.”
“The competition we played in Flor-
ida gave us the confidence we needed 
to come back and start conference 
games,” said junior outfielder Laura 
Strode.
Bowser was especially impressed 
with the performance of his pitching 
staff. Taylor’s sophomore ace Holly 
Tomaszewski had several impressive 
performances, including pitching a 
complete game against Mt. Mercy, giv-
ing up no earned runs and striking out 
seven. Freshman Karon Earley had 
several solid performances including 
pitching eight innings, only giving up 
one earned run and striking out six in 
the Trojans’ thrilling comeback victory 
against Merrimack.  
Fatigue may have been a factor for 
the Trojans, as they played nine games 
in five days. By the end of the trip, the 
team was tired mentally, according to 
Bowser. 
On Tuesday, the Trojans had 
an impressive 4-3 victory over No. 
14-ranked Marian in game two of the 
doubleheader after being defeated in 
their first game. Taylor is the first 
MCC team to beat Marian in two years.
“We proved to ourselves that we are 
able to compete at that level, and we 
proved to our conference that Taylor 
softball is changing for the better” 
Burns said.
The Trojans next game is tomorrow 
at home against Cardinal Stritch at 
1 p.m.
WILL FAIRFAX 
C O N T R I B U T O R
